
 

  

 

I was really getting really tired of looking at all the ugly dog gates around my house and decided 

it was time for an upgrade.  These dog gates were super fun and easy to make and the 

possibilities with them are endless.  
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I made two different versions this time around.   One is just some cute animated pet 

silhouettes the other is a silhouette of my Lhasa Lacey who runs around on her back legs like she 

is dancing (so cute).  I traced her silhouette from a picture of her. 

I started with three canvas’ that measured 12X24.   You could use any size you wanted but three 

of this size panel are the perfect size to block a standard size doorway.  I purchased the canvas’ 

at Michaels during a 3 for the price of 1 sale (so the cost of the panels was about $12). 

I prepped each canvas with multiple layers of Gesso (drying several hours between coats and 

covering in horizontal and vertical brush strokes with alternate coats). 

To get my designs on the panels I drew small versions of the silhouettes I wanted to use and then 

put them on an old overhead projector 

.   

I purchased a used overhead projector on ebay ($40) and it has become one of my handiest tools 

for enlarging simple art projects. 
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I used a fairly inexpensive acrylic paint to paint my panels.  These paints are a little more 

expensive than craft paints but the coverage is significantly better and your work will look nicer 

longer than craft paints will.  When I was done with all of the painting I used an Acrylic Sealer 

to make the project a lasting one.  

 

I covered the back of the panels with some cute pet fabric.  I laid the fabric out on the floor and 

cut around each panel (cutting about an inch of space all around).  I used a staple gun to attach 

the fabric to the back. 

 

My husband attached the hinges for me.  He picked them up at Menards.  I wanted the panels to 

bend in different directions (as opposed to bending in the same direction and forming a “u” 

shape).  To get the panels to bend in opposite directions the hinges need to be attached opposite 

each other on the panels (hinge in on one panel and hinge out on the other panel). 
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I hope you find some inspiration for your own Doggy Gates with the tutorial!  Enjoy! 
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